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Neath Port Talbot Council Response to the 
Pontneddfechan Levelling Up Project Community Consultation Report
In response to the consultation report produced by Hiraeth Architecture, Neath Port Talbot Council has made a range of revisions to the proposed scheme during the detailed design stage. The response to each of the recommendations is summarised below. 
1. Explore the viability of alternative locations for car parking and highway access including the routing of pedestrians.
The Council has been in detailed discussion with the local landowner relating to the preferred location of the development. Through these discussions it has been identified that moving the location of the proposed development to a different section of land was not viable. 
Following survey work, design development and consultation, the area of land required to deliver the scheme has been reduced with land acquisition negotiations ongoing.
In response to feedback around visual impact and the need for the number of spaces shown on previous plans, the number of car parking spaces has been maintained to the minimum level required to satisfy the funding application and will not be increased to include overflow parking. It is anticipated that the new car parking provision, alongside remaining layby car parking spaces will address visitor parking needs and assist in protecting highway and pedestrian safety.

In addition to the above, and in order to minimise visual impact, car parking spaces will now be split between permeable tarmacadam and gravel.

As part of the consultation a range of concerns were expressed relating to pedestrian and road safety. In response to this the following measures have been incorporated into the design;
· Road crossing point amended to a safer location and the central square has been removed to stop pedestrians crossing in multiple places
· Landscaping has been developed to direct people to a safe crossing point
· A designated emergency vehicle pull in point has been provided
 
2. Consider an alternative mix of accommodation and commercial function that would result in an equally viable commercial scheme as that presented in the LUF application.

The Council has been unable to identify an equally viable commercial scheme which would deliver the same level of economic outputs required to satisfy the Levelling Up funding. Without these economic outputs the wider proposals for the better management of visitors at Pontneddfechan will not be viable. 

The provision of visitor accommodation as part of the scheme will result in sustainable local employment, supply chain opportunities for local businesses and visitor expenditure in the local economy which will support nearby businesses. 

The Council understands the concerns of the local community in relation to group accommodation at this location and the perception that this could result in anti-social behaviour and attracting the wrong types of groups (i.e. stag and hen parties) to the village.

The accommodation proposals have now been amended and provide a more inclusive local community, family and walker focused provision rather than group accommodation. Design development has resulted in the proposed buildings being rearranged to create a courtyard effect with a new children’s playground located in the centre providing a focal point and seating area leading from the shop and coffee kiosk.

3. Undertake a detailed review of the existing foul drainage infrastructure to establish the viability of adding to the existing system. This could benefit the existing community by establishing whether the existing system is performing in accordance with the required standards.

As part of the design feasibility process, early consultation with Welsh Water has indicated there is sufficient capacity within the main public sewer system for the proposed development. 

Further investigation has indicated that historical issues of blockages and overflowing reported during the consultation appear to be occurring due to a faulty pumping station at another location.

The Council will continue to communicate with Dwr Cymru Welsh Water regarding this issue. We would also urge residents to diligently report all concerns to Dwr Cymru Welsh Water so that the issue can be further escalated. 

4. Consider the addition of community facilities most notably a play area within the development area or offsite.

A children’s playground, to be located within the development, has been included as part of the scheme. 

Further work will be undertaken through the Waterfall Country Partnership to assist Pontneddfechan Village Hall in sourcing funding to also deliver improvements to the playground at this location as needed. 

The overall design and layout of the development has been reconfigured to encourage local community use including hard landscaping to create a wider area to possibly encourage community events, this also enables the new playground and village shop to be more easily accessed. 

5. Consider the role of a Community Benefit Fund or Cooperative that could fund a community based workforce to assist and safeguard visitors and / or enforce parking restrictions and help to prevent antisocial behaviour.
As a member of the Waterfall Country Partnership the Council is committed to seeking to secure funding to put in place manpower at Pontneddfechan (either volunteer or staff led) which will assist in the better management and safeguarding of visitors. 

In order to ensure that there is sufficient capacity within the design of the scheme to accommodate staff and/ or volunteers in future, a warden’s office has been retained as part of the scheme.

Future enforcement of non-compliance with parking restrictions and anti-social behaviour are to be further developed over the next 12 months.

During the consultation process concern was also raised by a range of attendees about the current condition of the Sgwd Gwladys footpath.  The Council is working in partnership with Brecon Beacons National Park, to deliver improvements to the pathway by the end of December 2024. The funding has been secured via the Council’s Shared Prosperity funded Heritage, Culture, Tourism and Events Fund. 


6. Review the land purchase requirements to ensure that all parts of the current scheme are essential to the delivery of the project objectives.
The Council can confirm that in response to consultation with the landowners concerned and the wider community, the two additional parcels of land on the Angel Inn side of Pontneathvaughan Road have been removed from the scheme and the Council is no longer seeking to purchase these areas of land.

The viewing platform proposal has also been removed from the scheme. 

The Council has been in detailed discussion with the land owner of the main area of land required to deliver the scheme. As a result of these discussions a range of amendments have been made to the detailed design. This has resulted in enhancing access arrangements for the landowner, confirming a preferred location and minimising the amount of land required to deliver the scheme’s required outputs. 

7. Progress detailed enquiry via the pre-application enquiry and pre-application consultation route to engage with all key stakeholders and consultees to ensure that all necessary investigations, surveys and planning considerations are being met with developed design proposals.

The full detailed designs, along with the Hiraeth Architecture report and this response to the report are included within this pre-application consultation process in order to ensure transparency in the process of devising the detailed designs. 

All stakeholders, both residents and organisations in the local area, are encouraged to provide their response which will be fully considered prior to a formal planning application being made in relation to the scheme. 

All responses should be made to Asbri Planning Consultants via this link; please note individual Council officers are unable to accept responses, all comments should be submitted via the link provided above. 

8. It is essential that the results of these consultations including any further investigations or design development is communicated back to the community to ensure a culture of interaction, visibility and inclusiveness is established around the project.

The purpose of the pre-application consultation process is to provide the local community and other stakeholders with information on which they can provide comments on the detailed design of the scheme prior to a formal planning application being submitted. 

All residents and stakeholders are encouraged to read the information included in the pre-application consultation on the Asbri Planning Consultant’s website and provide their comments via the contact details provided. The comments received from this process will form part of a report which will be submitted with the formal planning application.
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